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To the Ingenious'Prattitioner inthe Art of Writing. 


WP EITING # an Avi neither Mechancal nor Liberal, yet the Paremt and ON of 
| bdth ;, 03 a Sciewee, yet the way to all Sciences ; not a Perthe, yet" the diſpeſer dual 
'v He# auld of Firtaes;ſerumg naturally for the Illuſtration of the mird,andibe deli bt of the 
nel Eyex. God deltveren it it firft tomen, wiſe perſons have expreſs'd it 3 mahy bave entled- 
warr'd after it, but few attained it ; af being both a ſingular Gift of Divene Providence, and arare Or 
Aaaeut of humane Intelligence. For by This, have the ſacred Scriptures been preſerved, from Gene- 
ration to Generation : by This are thememorable AAs and Atchituements of famans men Recorded: and 
Tis, by ſeturing thetr Names from the greedy and devouring Jaws of Time, gives them- a ſecotill 
Lifetn ſpite of Death : This alſo, as the Interpreter of the Muſes, manifeſts the Leavning of the 
Times : As the Companidh of the Tongues, it produces the Hiſtory of Nations : At au txymirſite help 
of cpu > it wonderfully perfect the Powers of Wit : As 6 prime Secretary, it Regiſters thikgs Fa- 
| 72 mou, andaiſcovers thoſe whith ar vbſture + 16 is bighly neceſſary and behoveful td the earned 
| | and unlearned. The furtherance of Commerce, the firength of ſocieties, the ſweed Entercourſe . of 
4 * Friefids abſent, the Progreſs of fame, and the ſplettour of Fuftite, land all indebted. hereunto : It tc 
F the Tir of « cruel life, 41d the Bond of the Weal- Publique. The beginting htredf was ſmall aud rae, 
f whith latter dayyhaving increaſed and illuſtrated, is new, at length, arrived it ſome ps feltion, afd 
much admired dtby the preſent Age, bting made happy by Time's revolutions, ani fill rey: more ab 
| ſolute by new Diſtrverits. Among which, hav far {msy put in for 6. due claim, 1 lie to the fait cex- 
ſare of the Fudicious, who had rather procure good to others , than applauſe to thy ſelf : And to reflifit 
the reality hereof, 1 have publiſhed theſe examples, & the following Dire&ions, for the help and aſſiſt 

; þ@Nce of ſuch as ſhall endeauour to acquire 8 facility in this Commendable Art. 
J ; A 32 DireRions 


+ 
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6 v-- are divers accemodations z which are a furtherance to praQtiſe in this Art, 
. The firſt is, a good Light 3 and that I account beft, which is moſt clear, and free from fhadows ; ' 


alight that is right over againſt you, as you fit to write, or one-that comes on your left ſide, for other- 
wile your own ſhadow will be your hinderance. Alſo a Desk eo write on, or ſomething of that Nature | 
were pertinent, which might be ſoniewhat- aſcending, and not direCtly level, ſo all the light the bet- 
ter deſcend upon your Paper, and ſo will you be the-more able to continue at the imployment. For to 
fit upright, and to have your Paper, as it were, to meet you, will be much more for the-eaſs of your bo- 
dy, an 14g for the diſeaſe of your head, than bowing of the body, and holding down of the head, is- 
E tO be. <A. 
. It were next tobe wiſhed, that you had a good Pen-knife, and that you would not ſuffer it to grow 
for want of a Hone, and a Thong of Leather to preſerve its edge. . 
* Now to make aPen ; take the firſt, ſecond, or third Quill in the Wing of a Gooſe or Raven, (ſome 
will, if their Quills are too hard, ſteep them a while in water 3 or if too ſoft, lay them a ſhort ſpace in 
embers) and having with the back of your Pen-knife, prepared it by ſcrapi 6: cut off about a quarter of 
an Inch,or fingers breadth, of the end ; after that, you muſt enter the edge of the knife juft at the end of 7: 
its back-fide, where you have cut ; then put in your looſe end of the Quill, and holding your Thumb; 
of y our left hand onthe back thereof, you -may by twiching up the end of your Quill, make a ſlit, long 
or ſhort; according to your mind ; however that being done, and the Quill made ſmooth by ſcraping,and 
not too thin or ſoft, then cutting each fide alike, you may deſign the lit to be at ſuch a length as may beſt 
{2 your hand ; and placing itupon your thumb, hold your knife a littleſopeing, and cut the end of the 
Nib: but beforeirde cut Quite through, turn your knife downright and cut it off, You may faſhion je 
| —_ | - 


—- 


LINMI 


write. 


Now preſuppoſing that you are appointed with a good pen, it follows that you know how to-hold and 


manage it like a pen-man. 


What's great Goliah”s Spear, the ſevenfold Shield, 
Scanderberg's Sword, to one who cannot wield 
Such weapons ? Or what means a well-cut Quill 


In th' un-taught hand of him that's void of skyll ? 


Therefore, obſerve to place your Thumb on the ſide of your pen,next your breaſt, higheſt of all;place' 


your fore-finger next on the top of the pen, and permit it to reach ahout a quarter of an inch beneath 
the end of your Thumb ; laftly, place your middle finger ſomewhat lower than that, on the fartheſt fide 
of the pen, (I do commonly place the cheek or upper part of the pen's concavity on the end of my middle 
finger, cloſe to the nail; and by that means the pen lies more ſteadily 3) the two fingers being in a*man- 
ner extended to their full length, the Thumb only riſing in the joint;) Your Hand being thus prepared 
for your pen, your pen for that, and your paper for both ; which lying ſtraight before you, your Arm 
being laid right forth, and your Elbow even with the midſt of the end thereof, it being ruled either with 


- © fingle ordouble lines, with a ſmall pair of Compaſſes, ſet at ſach a diſtance, as may fit the depth of the 


Hand you write, or a Quill cut forked for that purpoſe may do as well; then taking your Ink up ſparingly 

with the hollow fide of your pen downward, it being free from Hairs or any thing that may prove an Ob- 

ftrugion to the free paſſage of the Ink; you may begin to Write by the Copres in this Beek, ® 
| | Fi 


as you pleaſe, leaving it broader or narrower, according to the ſize of the Letter which you intend to 


id. 
. 


- - Firſt, imitate an Alphabet of ſmall letters of the hand you intend to write : and Þrattiſe ſuch Letters 
firſt, as may help to the making one of another. | | 
As for Example, If you would learn the Secretary-hand : firft make a ſmall -, then if you obſerye. 8 
due diſtance, with the Addition of another the like Minnnm, drawing a thred or hair-ſtroke from the 
middle of the firit, with the edge of your Pen to the top of the other, you may make an », and adding a- 
nother Minaum, made in the like manner, to the two former, you will produce an »: : and drawing the (" 
hair-ſtroke from the bottom of the one, tothe middle or top of another like it, you may make a « : Alſo | 
if you draw atraverſe or croſs ſtroke from the top of your firſt Mianum (it being made a ſmall matter a- 
| bove the upper line) even in the uppermoſt ruling, itwill bea c. Alſo ofa s, derived from the Reman | 
= hand, you may with eaſe form a Secretary e, and an 0, an«zan 5,2 9,24 and a g. Likewiſe if you make 
[4 a ſtem, or ſmall/, you may withſome addition make a 2, a b, an h,a k,, an f,and /. Allo the firſt part of | 
E<--} a ſmall r, is the ſame with that ofthe » Conſonant, and the ſecond of aw, and the later part of a w, or a 
== v Conſonant, makes the head of a Secrerary p. | MTs JO 
This obſervation hvids good) fo far as letters and their youu hayea correſpondeney : Our following 
diſcoveries and Theorems being mote ample and unconfin'd, may happily give you plenary ſatisfaQion. 
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| 4 Diſqreſſion, by way of Cautron, to Patents. 
Ar more Uival it isinthe world, than Commendable for Parents, bleſt wich a great Stock ofchildrep; 
E - to fit. in Conſultation upon ther, anddetermine of them 3 as Husbandmen fit yearly in Council upon 
their Lands, Gebamng and layingout ſuch a ſpot ofground for paſture, fuch a one for Medow, for Til- 
a third ; this to bear one fort of Grain, that a iecond, anbther none at all, it may be tolye fallow.,in 
order to a more plentiful Harveſt, when the wifdome of the Hnsbandman ſhall call it to an account. for 


the Sced he ſhall 1ntruft to it, and the Reſt he hath indulg'd it. Fhus Children ( being indeed the beſt 
kind of Inheritance) are commonly by their Parents, as it were Cantoniz'd, deſign'd, and lai& out to 


\ feveralends and purpoſes, This to bear the Honour of the Family, that to ſalute the Vniverſity, to 


court the Law ſome, todrudgein Trades others ; theſe for Traffique, thoſe for Handy-crafts ; ore for 
this, another for that, True indeed were Parents God-Almighries, to ſee into the natural inclinations 
of their Children : or had the Almighty given them as much inſight into the Inheritance that came out 
of their Loyns, as experience hath begot them knowledge in the Inheritance that came by Leaſe,Purchaſe 
Deed or Legacy, fothat they might with as much probability af reaſon, expet the fruits. of Art from 
the one, as the fruits of nature from the other.. This or that ſ6n to be an exquiffte Writer, Graver, or 
Limner, as that Field to yield them good Wheat or Barly, ſucha deſigning and ingaging of their. Chil- 
dref upon a Profeſſion, were very requiſite and prudential. But foxaſmuch as no man at the fu ft fully 
knows his Child's propenfions, and when he hath begun to underſtand them pretty well, the youngman 
preſſeth faſt on towards maturity of Judgment, to make choice for himſelf, moft ſuirable to bis own n2- 
tural Impreffions, the crofling andthwarting whereof, would be at leaft very difficult if not highly dan- 
gerous ({uch as are by a counter-byals of fatherly Authority,drawn from that Maſtreſs- profeſſion wherc- 
to Nature had inclined them, being like ſuch that have been diſappointed of their firſt Loves, generally 
unhappy in theix lecond Applications) it cannot chuſe but be in Parents a very great fully to be pererp- 
cory in ſetting Boundaries ſor their Children torun a Race of Unhappinefs in. For my felf,had any iuch 
untran{greſlible. Laws, by the power of a Father, been ſer me, ſure I am, every minute of my life muſt 
have been an Age of diſcomfort ; and being (asl then was) dedicated to another ſort of Art, neyer ſhould 
I have had the Qpyportauity of appearing tothe World in that eminency which this Fook, with otbcrs, 
by me lately pybliſhed, preſent me in. ; | 

| [ 1 he xeli of the DireQions fo!low the Examples] A 
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A particular C atalopue of Copper Plates, Printed by and for.John Overton, at the White Horſe without 
Newgate. 
Tx Twelve Roman Emperors Heads; at large, each Head being as big as a fheet ' of Royal Paper. 
The King, Queen, and Royal Family. 'The old World in three Maps. New Bedlam, and the Royal 
Exchange. Epitomy of Herauldry. The twelve months of the year, by Sandrars, King Charles the firft. - 
After Vandike, K. of Poland ; Duke. Loraigy., Count Starenberg ; Barlo's book of hunting, hawking, and 
fiſhing; after the Engliſh. manner. The..World in four parts, viz. Exrope, Afin, 'Hffricay America, (new- 
ly come forth;) A new Map of the World. A Map of England, Scotlaxd, Ireland, F rance, in ſingle ſheets 
large paper.” Great Britain, and-FFeland,'in four large ſheets; with :the Iſles adjacent unto'them': alſo the 
Battels Seoeht i each Kingdom., expreſſed by Tents. Kent;1n two ſheets, with the 'High-ways from 
Town to Town; &-c. A Map of Great Britaiz in one ſheet.” Effex, Surrey, Warwick-ſhire, Hart fordſkire, 
not any the like Map extant. . Suffolk, Norfolk, Northamptor-fvire, Stefferd-ſhire, Leiceſter-fhire, and 
Rutland, Worceſter-ſhire, Cheſhire, Lancaſhire, Somerſer-ſuire, Berkſmre, with the ſcales of each Map, and 
the diſtin&tions of each Hundred, &c. -New-Maps of Lender, treland, &c. The Arms, Creſts, 'Suppor- 
ters, and Mottoes ofall the ſeveral Companies ard Corporations of the famous City of London, as they 
now bear them, deſcribed by the Letrers of their proper colours, with the additions of the Arms of many 
new companies. A collettion of ſeveral Signs and Badges, for Inns, Taverns, or ViRtualling-houſes, to 
diſtingniſheach'Room. by.its:-Name, in Colours or otherways. - 

All the Kings of Erplarnd, from YY. the Conqueror , to K. James. The X Commandments in two 
Tabſes. Death his Anatomy, with the memory of the righteous, and Oblivion of the wicked, in ſenten- 
ces of Scripture. Two large Pieces, being rare Knots of Mr. # dw. Cocker, Maſter in Writing. 
| Theſe are Copy-books nnder written. 

The Writing School-Maſter, or the Anatomy of fair Writing ; wherein is expreſſed each ſeveral cha- 
rater, together with other Ryles co-incident to, the-Art- of fair -and ſpeedy writing, by Fo. Davis of 
Hereford. A Copy-book containing variety of examples of all the molt curious hands written with the 
Breaks of each letter, with the three uſual and moſt neceflary hands of our Nations, by Afartin Billing ſley 
Maſter in writing, Bling ſly in ſmall. The Pen-mans Recreation, containing examples of fair and ſpeed 
Writing ; of excellent uſe for all ſuch as aim at perfeCtion therein, by Fames Hodder. A Copy-book of the 
uſual hands written in England, by Mr. Fohnſon. Te Pens Treaſury, containing ſeveral DireCions,very 
uſeful, both for the Art of writing true Engliſh, with choice experiments for ſuch as praiſe Pen or Pen- 
fil, by F. F:ſher. A'Copy-book containing plain and eafie direCftions to fair Writing, by Lews Hughs, A 
Copy-bookor fair writing of ſeveral Hands uſed, publiſhed by P.S,- A Copy-boek, of the uſual Hands writ- 
ten, with cafie Rules by which one may learn to write of himſelf. _. 

The Exel; Military Diſcipline, a new drawing beok,, twenty four Plates, 
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I Additional Dire#ions, Theorems, and Chatce Principles 3. Compoſed by the Author, 
* fencethe firſt Impreſſion of tis BOOK : Comprehending the Quinteſſence of bis 
Knowledge im this Curtous A RE 


M: adviſe to thoſe , whoaim ar Excellency, *inall, or any of our rew-compos'd. cur- 


ſory Hands, is, that they would ingenioufly conſider from what Hands they are de- 

rived, and how much they oaght to reſemble their Originals : - Alſo what mixture 
* of Letters may rendera Hand moft expedious, and graceful : it being no leſs* ne- 
ceflary for 2 Pen-man, to be underſtood inthe Art-ful compotirion of Letters, than for a Phyii- 
cian to beskil'd inthar of Medicines; Yet I impoſe nor this Task upon 411, but wou'd rather 
confine it to WritingeMa ers, Secretaries, Clerks, and thoſe who are defign'd to affairs . in' that 
nature ; knowing ic would be as diſadvantagious and ridiculous for the molt of 'others, ro puzzle 


themſelves, and hazard the loſz of their Time, by an unneceſlary-Scrutiny in the nice FO | 
ble 


of this A RT, as for thoſe not to be throughly knowing, in things of ſogrear and indiſpen 
concernment 1n their Practices and Profeſſions, © - 6 
But whoever pleaſes himſelf co walkthrough the dark [ntricacies-of this curious ART, he 
will nor find iramifs rotake our following Diſcourſealong with him, as a Luminary ro bis Un- 
derſtanding. | | | Es | | 
1, From whatſoever Hand you derive thoſe Letters-which you mix with thoſe of the true Se- 


pretary, they mult ſofar comply, as to be the ſame in compaſs, depth, diflance, full and ſmall.. 


.. 2, It your Hand be compos'd of Secretary and Rowan, the diſtances of your Minnum. ſtrokes, 
and the parts of all Letrersdepending thereon, muſt be the ſame in dimenſion with the Dia- 


. meter of your circular Letters, B 3. Take 


3, Take this for a general Rule ( attended only by one Exception,) that, Vhether the 
Compoſition conſiſts of Raman or Italiap, with Secretary ; you mult not uſe above one fourth Parr 
of the Secretary Alphabet; for thar, like to& much Alloy tro Gold, takes from the Noblcneſs of 
cheir Mettal, andimpairs their ERtimation. "Unleſs the Hand be Milcellancons, wherein , as 
in adnlterated Wines , you may havea daſh of every thing , and all goed tor nothing, 

4- Though the Srems of the Roauar wind nor off ; yer, in Compolition., their additional tur- 


nings.is a neceflary and beautiful variation 3 1f rhe aſcending and deſcending parts fall not fo near | 


oneto another, asto cauſe a flatneſs or diſproportion, contrary tothe compleat carriage of the 

Hand. | | 

-..5+.1n all Hands Compos'd of the 1talian, any part of any Letter falling Naturally into g 

near conjunive duplication of ſtrokes, thar part mult be full, as the back of the a,'g, q,h, &c. 

being both congruous and illufirious, . RES 
6. Thoſe Hands confiſting of a conſiderable mixture of Letters, borrowed from the 1:sl;ap, 


moſt be varied to an Oval Form. - 
- 7. :1f from the Roman and 1tal;ar both , you take an equal number of Letters to Mix with the 


Secretary, thereby to frame a Hand uſeful and pleaſant, there inall the Lerters of the three . 


Hands muſt þe drawn to a neceffary complianceone with another ; there being no greater ab- 
{urdicy in Writing, than for Letters full and ſquare to ſtand improperly confronting thoſe of an 
Ovalor Circular Form, in one and the {ame piece. 

8. The ſtems and Tailsof letters in a Running Hand , may be one fourth part, or more, 
Jonger than thoſe of their Originals ; provided the diſtance of your lines be ſuch as will hand- 
ſomly admit of that libercy. Otherwiſe, as in Petition-hands, wherein Lines and Letters ſtand 
cloſe, they may with Reaſon be denyed part of their uſual length. 

9s When you would writea clear faſt hand, let your Pen have a reaſonable long Nib, and 
thar an anſwerable flirt z and bear your hand 1:ghtly on the ends of your third and little Fin- 
ger ; to which being us'd, your hand will be ready in motion, and by caſting or turning it a'\ 
imal] matter outward from you, it will be more certain and fieddy, Thefe 


Theſe Rules far thoſe that inderfland, 
' Mey te enough for Ranning- Hand. 


| F02 let-Decretary. og | 
" F Haveby aright-lin*d/ Triangle, with a perpendicular line inſcribed; and unicing the- op. 
| Frodce Angle, fo effeually demonſtrated-the artificia} Carriages of the Pen, in the perform- 
ance of all Hands, as bart moved ſome to atimire at the rare effects of ſo: ſmall a piece of 
Arc 3 on which I ſhall here make a lictle Comment. Firſt, by holding the Pen rightly, and 
permitting the Nib thereof to lie ar the Angle towards you, it being \direfed towards tte 
ſiniſter potne, you will be informed how the full of all Lenters-ſhould;lye ; and by applying 
the Pen to the perpendicular Line, youmay learn:the carriage of this Hand, on which we now 
rreat, moſt of the parts of all the Lerrers therein, dependingon:that Line"; which practice will 
render perſpicuous. You may ſee how influential rhe | conſideration of the dexter part of 
chat Figure will prove, when you in like manner, apply your Pen thereunto for the complear 
Carriage of talzan-Hand, which-will be of no {mall concernment to a Practitioner therein. Bur 
here to inlarge on the various uſes thereof, would be too large a Digreſſion, Return we there- 
fore ro our Subject in hand. RP.” ”_ | 
I, Your Pen for this Hand muſt have #'Nibjuft fo broad as you intend your Minnums : 
with the edge or left corner whereof your ſmall uniting-ſtrokez mult be made ; all other parts 
maſt þe, produced by a dire application of the Peng full mouth. 
- +: Thoſe Lectrers whoſe BodieSexceed the reft im Magnitude, as the &, f, b, b, ſ,ande,/ are 
befimade by 2 more:chan ordinary preſſure of the Pen. Thoſe thar begin{avall, ; and: ſo. en- 
cline-to a fulneſs, are begun with the lefr corner of the Nib,- and finiſhed by turning 'the Pen 
towards the Right hand , anddrawing of it abſolutely dowii-right : yer when they decline 
toa fmalneſs, as the f, and ſ, you muſt wind off your Pen rowardsthe left hand. ny 
B 2 Zo E 


= Fo ; 
-- 


we 3. The Capital Letters of this Hand, depend upon that, moſt perfe& Figure the Circle,for 
TheirexaR ſhapes and proportions. The conligeration whereof does abundantly improve the 
Judgment, and faciliate the Symmerrical performance of thoſe Letters. 


4- Thoſe whoſe Imployments require this Hand, as for Engrofſements, Records, &'.. 


would do well ro havea mixture of Lerters, not leſs ſubRantial, in ttead of thoſe which ren- 
der the Hand tedious and troubleſome; and alſo ro make thoſe Letters more round, whoſe 
many ſquares wonld take up 4ime, as the 4, 4,p,q,r,», &c. For this d,.to uſe that which 
returns co it ſelf z and in ſtead. of this f and /, choſe - that rurn circularly, © For fur- 


ther tranſpoſition or variation, I reter chem to the Rule of Reaſon, and the Nature of 


their Buſineſs, | f: 


Of all rare Hands, the Set-Hand # the beft ; 
Who writes that well, with eaſe may-mwritethe reſt : 
'*T i like a mighty Fort, which who does win, be "Mu 
Makes all the leſſer Cittadels fall in. 


1 


> P 
P T4 L _ > —_ 


a> 
—_— D — 


For Text-H and, 


4.1 


the ſtrokes of your Letters : For, if itbe narrower than the intended Rroke, it muſt 


be forced by an extraordinary prefſure,” which commonly by bruiſing the Paper , draws down 
all the Ink, and ſo'drowng the Letter : AJſoon Parchmentr, choyzh that be not ſo ſoon —_ 
| | | ' rrare 


Te A $ forSet-Hand, ſo for This: ; the Nib of your Pen muſt bethe ſame in breadth with 


$ 


Bt 


bf Irs Ot nn ee a 


trated by the Pen, yet by urging the Pen with too great a poize, the ſiroke by overflowirg 
Exceeds 1ts Art-ftn[l bounds. And for a broad Nib'd Pen, being direaly applyed, to produce 
{irokes narrower than it ſelf, ſo as to cominue a Hand of this Nature, would be an argument 
that Miracles were not ceaſed. Yer, as to the firſt, there is more probability of performance. 
For 1 my ſelf have deſigned letters and Copies of this Hand roughly, with a Pen having 
a Nib ſmallerthan the breath of the firoke, and with a finer Pen compleared them; with n6 
1mall Curiofity. But to finiſh them by one draught is more Maſterly, and by me more ufed ; 
the other way requiring more time than a Maſter can well ſpare, and moze Fudgment than e- 
very learner is furniſhed with. pill 2 a 6p 
2, What inall other Hands is requiſite only, is in this. of abſolute neceſſity, that: is att 
Artificial difſe&ion of all the letters therein ; which in other hands is of concerr.ment' in” rela-' 


' tionto the Theory only, and in the PraQical part of {mall uſe, but in this of great conſequence 


ro-both ;-no letter therein being made by a diſcontinued Menon of the: Pen ; }n Order to 
which it will be convenient , Firſt, ropratiſe thoſe Quadrargular Touches, and Diamone 
Cuts, which commence and conclude moſt of theſe Letters, 2. Thoſe down-right and circnlar* 
JT'Hfen baving ruled double-lines on Paper or Parchment , with ſmall Compaſſes on a forked quil, 
you may in this, as in other Hands, make the minnums z and then the moſt coherent Jetters,lead- 
ing one to the makizgot another, Ever Making uſe of the lett corner of ycur Pen when a 
fine hair-ſiroke is required and turnipg by.degrees, till you come tothe ule of- that corner, 
when any full or body- ſtroke of a letter concludes ina point 1z bur when a Lerte# begins fine 
and ſharp, apply the right corner, and by the like degrees turn-it to a flar; bs 


. 


For Text-Capitals. 


. » 


5 Bye main Body-firokes be finiſhed ; which being dry, you may flouriſh with eaſe, 
' * and without danger if you make Chequer-work Knots therein (ſuch as cuſtom, and 
the EIFAnce of better, have rendred peculiar co rhefe Letcers) Jer that firoke on which the 
reſt depend (which the Dutch uſually whirle about ina circumambicnt Daſh, and with As 
winds it {elf over the Letter in aſpiral-line) I ſay, Iet that ftroke, as being a guide to all che 
reft, befirſt made; then thoſe on rhe right ſide thereof, the faſhion of the Knot not admitting 
of above one or two ſtrokes on its left fide : And obſerve, as the Body of that principal ſtroke 
waves, ſo muſt they all exa&ly bend. VVhich being drawn, you may cloſe the Knor, and, to 
ar defignirs right mode. . | To 
- 4+ 1 commonly fancy, or makea Center for Capitals of a conſiderable dimenſion, and ſome-, 
times for the Body let tall a perpendicular Linear chat Center, which do wondertully help, 
| astotne complear ſtanding, and exaR compoting of thoſe Lercers. LO» 
The Germans have a moſt glorious way of flouriſhing rheir Capita]-letters : Vhich 
ſometimes in a flately Piece Fuſe ; and it's thus : The chief iroke being drawn, a ſhorr 
ſtroke at the botrom thereof, as the Xadius is adjoyned; from which (as out of the Socket on 
a Helmet the Plume of Feathers riſe) a multirude of Hair. ſtrokes turn off gradually within 
the Maſter-line, much reſembling the 4cantling of a Coar of Arms, being adorned with many 
curious touches of the Pen. Of which Hair-ſtrokes, I, by an Invention of mine own, can 
make 500 in leſs than a quarter of an hour, and thoſe to rurn and Wind abour all the ways 
it's poſſible for imagination co lead them ; being ſo fine, clear and perfe&, as to render 
them admirable to all lovers of ART, and inimitable to all in general : which being of 
more Curioſity than material Uſe, Drſcretzon obliges me to conceal, But One with an ex- 
ne cream 


2 


rream fine Per, and a teddy Haxd, with reſpe@ to their gradation by the firſt Zine, may, as to 
ehis feat, accompliſh his reaſouable deſires ; and if he be ſufficiently furniſhed with patzence 
and mgenatty, he may, by {liding the edge of ſuch a Pex, as Parmters do their Pexfils, inthe Nice 
Performance of their ſmalleſt 1:zes, make ſtrokes, for finexeſs, not much inferiour to the Spi- 
dgr's Clue. 


Admired E UCLIDE ! whoſe great Seal does ſhine 4Y 
. 1n higheft Mathematick Diſcipline ; {4 
Whoſe works do 411 athauſand times tranſcend, 
And more Miles aiftaut, were more years ſince pen'd. loan 
In which thoſe wondrow Principles we learn, 43 
which This, and moſt rare Scientes concern : 2 
From whence theſe Geometricals we draw, = 
which areto Text-hand an unchanged Law. Viz. 


— 


1. A mioute Rhombws, being che Head and Baſis of moſt ſmall letters in this Hazxd. \ 3 1 
2. A perpendicular, of which moſt of cheir Bodies confi, | "HS - 


3. ACircle, being a rule flouriſhing ſtrokes, and all letters requiring rotundity. | \ 
4. A Quadrat, being of ſome uſe in 7h, bur more in the Original German, with us called \ 
Church-Text. | | | | | 4 


5+ A Spiral-lize, whoſe properties in Relation to this Art, are prementioned. 

n 6. - Oblique-Line , uſed much in Capztals generally, as thereapplyed ; winding off _ circu- 
rly, &c. 4844 
And though Theſe are not Afecbanically, or Infirumentslly applyed, yer muft cheir;torms -be 

conceived 1n the Mind of ſuch as make an ingenious Commext upon this Texz, For FE 

f | | AS 


ed Fees 


AS he that is in Architecture $hill'd 
Potb 4x 1dea ſinaller 470dels build 
Of his more ample Strufures ; ſo muſt Thoſe 

Who Mafter- pieces in this Art compoſe : | 
3s The mind inform the eye, and that direfts. * j als 
a} $8 | The Hand, which moves the Pen to great effefs. 


From Holland and High Germany, we go 
To RoMeEgour Skill tn therr rare Hand to ſhow. 


_ 


"M | : Foz Roman-Hand. 


[ 'His Hand was Originally formed of the Oval, ſtanding uprighr, though Time hath noleſs 
WM: varied it from its firit ſhape, and poſture, than che City where ir had ics Birth. Bur 
"If {/ the Hand which we now fancy ro be R974, is with Them called Caxcellareſche, which bears 
3 2 no reſemblance to rhat which Printers rerm Round Kemez ; Ir being of- later invention, as Fo- 
Baptifta, a famous Pen-man 10 Rome, above 100. years ſince, obſerves. Which I ſuppoſe (nor 
without reaſon) were both derived from the anciant Zemaze CharaRters, but I ſhall only treat 
Qn That now in faſhion ; to which che following Rules properly relate. 

/ 1. The Compals-Letter z are not confiried to the exat form ofa C:rcle, nor that of an O- 
£ ual, but rather keep a mean berwixt both, all havinga vnitorm Dimenſion : Neither Capitals 
j nor ſmall, exceeding the O 1n Diameter. | | 

'Y +2» This Hand depending on theO#/:que-line ; co bring long Letcers to a ſubſtantial body,we 
4 wave their Stems, by means whereof the EffeQs of the Pen fall full, 
a | i Ys | z.\e 


- 


© 3, We ſhade the oppoſite fide of Compaſs-Letters, as more correſponding with. the nature 
of this Hand, though ſome Diviation fromirhe #mbratcal Rule. | | | 
" 4+ The compals of the 0, and about one fourth part more, gives the diſtance from Word to 
Word ; andthe Minnums or body-ſtrokes of the w, give that from Letter to Letter. 2 
\. 5. AllStems are about treble the length of che ſmall z and rhe diſtance of lines are one 8 
{1xth part, or aboye, of the Stem's length more, on : . ? 
A ſoft Pen, witha reaſonable broad Nib, and long ſlit, beſt firs this Hand. 
Theſe Rules'to Pra&icioners may be of concernmear ; but he that profeſles to teach, and 
knows not how tovary (upon occaſton), hath more need to learn. 


—— —— 


Foz JYtalian Hand. 


N regard the Beauty of this Hand,wins much onthe AﬀeQions of PraRitioners, and for that 
It 15 of vniverſal uſe, 1 ſhall dilate my diſcourſe as to the diſcovery thereof. | 


1talian-Maſters,firſt, for the moſt part, inform their Scholars by a Chara@eriſtick Alphabe- 
tical Figure, comprehending moſt of rhe' twenty tour Letters: by which ingenious Com- 
pendium, well demonſtrated, ſo firm a Ground-work is in a ſhore time Jaid, as that no Letter 
ſcems difficult to the Learner. Which contrivance, in part you may ſee at che end of the fickk 
Roman Alphabet in this Book, After the Knowledge whereof, they make the Letters firgly ; 
ficlt, the Minnum, or ſmall ;, in the performance and complear carriage whereof,when praiſe 
hath rendred them perfet, they eflay the making of an exaRt Oval, which lyes flanting,,. ac- 
yording to the nacure of the Hand, and thoſe two being perte&ly learned, the bercer: half of 
their bulineſs is accompliſhed ; afres which, they proceed to their making of «, 7, m, 7, aud t ; 
G then 


— 


then to the c, e, o, v,5,2 3 and when they can compleatly command thoſe ſhort-bodiecd letters, 
the ſmall ], is diligently praQiſed, which leads ro the making of all letters with ſtems, asthe 
h,6b,a,ſ, f, andk. After the full attainment of them, the compalſs-lerters with tails (are cn- 
countred, astheg, q, p, y, &c. And when the true carriage, proportionately of ſtrokes; with 
the correſpondency of Letters, and their parts, are by the Learner cfteually underſtood, they 
put him on the Conjun8:ve part, by joyning thoſe Letters rogether in Couples only, which were 
firſt learned, and then mixing them with the long Letters, not exceeding one ſyllable, till they 
are enabled by the often vniring of thoſe Letters, ro write ſhort words, and by degrees lon- | 
ger, and afterwards whole lines, or joyned Copies. Which Way, I would wiſh every Pra- 
Airioner toobſerve, in the whole courſe of his Practiſe, as to this Hand. The 1Jtalians being 
thus wiſcly deltberate in Teaching, and as admirable dexterious in the VVriting thereof ; This 
Atzthod I my ſelf obſerve, with Variation, according as the Scholar's Capacity and Diſcretion 
require, yet never without neceſlary and Artful Obſervations and Rules, moſt of which I 
here preſent you with, as a Donative of one that wiſhesſo wel} to the Ingenious Lovers of the 
Incomparable Art, as to impart ſo much of my Knowledge in X»les and Demonſtrations, 25 may 


render itdifficule to the Induſtrious, not to write well. 


_—_ 


—_— 


L _ 


Axtoms, and PraEtical Theorems, to be obſerved in Writing of Jtalian-Hand. 


Nib muſt be as long as you can handſomely manage, the point thereof being drawn 
by ſcraping, into an almoſt invitible Semy-Circle, but not rounded within the Pen. 
2. The Iok muft not be too thick, bur ſuch as may run freely and ſmoothly from the Pen. 
3. The Paper muſt be fine, and poliſhed, or pounced with Gum Savdrick, Which you may 


buy atthe Drugſters ,,or Apotheearies, ready pulveriz'd. 


I T5% Quil which you make your Pen of, for this Hand, muſt be hard and clear, whoſe 


4. If 


O—\ 


Y 


+* 


4. If you cannot with faciliry hold your Pep the /ta;au way, betwixt the Thumb and Fore- 
finger only, which is beft for this Hand, then hold it the Ezgl:ſh, or my way, thus : take the 
Pen in your Hand, and lay the left ſide of your middle-fingers-end, on the right fide of the 
cheek thereof, above that your fore-finger, your Thumb advanced above thar, riling in the 
Joynt, your two fingers being exrended near cotheir full length, your hand muſt move only on 
the end of your little. finger, (your chird finger 1 ying on it) whoſe end muſt turg inward. Your 
hand muſtbe ſo lightly born, as ſcarcero make you fenſible that your fingers end touches the 
Paper, trom which fingers end, the Nib of your Pen muſt reach about two Inches. Yet to be 
moderated accotding as your fingers are long and ſhort ; by which compleat handling of your 
Pen, you may carry up, draw down, or {weep a ſtroke about with unimaginable celerity. This 
I adviſe, only in order to This, or a long flanting Mixt-band, requiring a poize, as 2 Childs 
handof a Year old. | 

5. When your Letters turn off in 0vals hanging over them, as the Clouds in ſome well- 
Painted Landskip, enter the Pen atrharplace where you imagine its proper for the Stem to 
tend downward ; then beginning with the lefe corner and edge thereof, immediately turn 


. Ir inwards toa flat, with irs Mouth outward , from the left hand, and ſo wheel the ſtroke off, 


or into its ſelf as you pleaſe, being mindful that every leſſer turning bears the ſame form with 
their Circamvolving Line, and let every one decline in ſhade , if there be many in one ſtroke, 
even to invitibllity, 

6. All firokes aſcending, and returning in a near duplication , muſt be torally cloſed, whe- 
thergrear or (mall, as in moſt well-pen'd pieces of 1taKas. 

7- Strokes at a diſtance , Oblong , are on one fide ſhadowed, and on the other light , not by 
the Natura], but Artificial Effe&s of the Pen though in the currant Chancelereque,, or ſwitr 
Italian now uſed in 1taly ,all ſtrokes of that Nature are denied an Artificial fulnets, and only 
;graced as the Ink naturally falls. | 
+ This Hand is wruten chiefly for two Reaſons by ſome for Buſine/7, by others for Beauty : he 
chat entertains it inconſideration of the Firf, muſt be excus'd if he be deficient as to the Laff. 

C 2 5+ By 


$. BydireRing the Pen to a flat, any fulneſs may be expreſſed : yer when the ſhadow lyes 
contrary toirs motion, ſeme ſmall deliberation is required in the carriage thereof, 


When narrower Turns impede the Chariot's courſe, 
The Charzotteer drives with lei ſpeed and force. 


Art then appears maſt perfet, when moſt reſembling Nature. Which is fairly confirm'd by our . 
Elaborare Pieces of Engliſh-Italian 5 And though So/'s milder vifits win not the Genie of the * 
Evgliſh to [talique Sublimity, yer Induſiry (chat Maicrocoſmical Phebm) ſo vivifies Our faculties, 
as that our Art, on this ſide, tranſcends their Nature (in reſpe@ of Writing) who inhabir be. 
yoad the 41ps. This I dare confidently affirm, rhough having nor arrived to perfe&ion in my 
Sculptursal Praiſe z I cannor yet preſent the wide Worid with the T houſandth part of that 
Sweetrneſs, and dele&able Curiouſneſs, attending the Pen's more choice Performance. For cen- 
traryto YVulgar Opinion, I (to my diſcontent) know, T hatthe Grayer, at belt, falls infinite- 
ly ſhort of the Pen's Eye-pleaſing Delicacies. | 


Chi non poul quel che voxl, quel che quo vogliga. 
Chi ſemina Virts, raccoglie Fama. 


For Command of Hand. 


His being a Pieceof ART, requiring an extraordinary dexterity, he that intends tobe 
accompliſhed herein, mult of Neceſlity, praiſe much the dexterious Catriage of. his 
Hand , .asSthele Yerſes imply. ; 


Swifter , 


bh Pr 
os - 
« þ 
» 


 Swifter5n Motion than the nrable Hind, = 
Atr-ptercing Arrows, or the winged Wind. 
More quick than ſpeedy Lightuing through the Sky, 
So tuft your Hand not only move, but fly. 


For rhe better attainment of which, it will be convenient that you make deliberately all 
thoſe grear Letters and firokes, which you would prodiice by command of Hand ; ſo long, that 
you be not only able to make them tollerably well, bur till you be ſufficiently enabled there- 
by to judge of thetrue carriage of a ſiroke, and whether the various parts of a Letter depend 
on d cereular, Semi-circular, or an Oval torm, according to the Principles of Geometry : for, till 
you have the true ſhape, or Idea thereof, in your head, you can never expe any thing excel- 
lent in this kind from your hand. Bur that you may, without much difficulty accompliſh your 
defires, conſult with the following DireQions. —_ 3-041 
| Procure a ſmooth well-poliſhed Slate, ſich a one as moſt Paper-Statzoners {e]l, with a Draw- 
' 1ng-point and Spung thereunto belongipg ; on which practiſe the Letters or knots which you 
z, WOu d handſomely command ; and when you find your hand apt and ready to give thetr exact 

ſhapes, then wich a Pen not having too long a flir, or being roo ſofr, you may do the likewith 
facility on Paper and Parchmentr. 

Bur firſt uſe your hand ro ſweep a Circle of about two or three inches Diameter, and- an O- 
val of proportionable dimenfion, and think it not time ill ſpent, if you make a thouſand and 
none exa@ly true. For though the Chymilt attain not to the Philoſophers Stone ar the firſt hear, - 
yet by the way many pretty and profitable Experiments are made : ſo, though you command 
not an abſolute Oval or c:rele at the firft Daſh, yer by endeavouring to do that, your hand will 
more readily comply with the faſhion of any ſiroke or Letter. 
fn Obſerve to carry your hand above the Papet, and advance your elbow above your 

2. When 


i 


2. When you would have a Stroke full , apply the full mourhof thePen, and wind it off 
from you as it decreaſes, | | 

3. Ler your Paperbe ſmooth, and the Ink ſuch as may flow freely from the Pen. 

4+ Uſe your Hand, in pratiiing, moſt roa motion from you z for that moſt Strokes and Let- 
ters begin that way. 

5- Snatch not your hand more quick in one parr ofa Stroke, than in another, bur do every 
thing of-chis nature with one and the ſame continued motion ; only bear light for Hair-firokes 
where the ſhadow lyes nor, and when a Lecter draws to an end, _—_ h_ 

When you would produce broad Daſhes and Flouriſhes, according to the French Mede,you 
mult invert the Pen, laying the hollow rhereot on the inſide of your middle fingers end, with 
the Nib diredaly towards you ; ſo will the lights and ſhades fall contrary to our Engliſh way, 
and the Pen being well carried, the Letters will be wondrous bold and brave. 

AnExample of which done by Ad hand,'is Printed on a Sheer of Emperial Paper, Dedica- 
ted to that highly Eminent Patron of Arts, EDWARD BENLOWES Eiquite ; which are ſold 
by my ſelf, and Mr. Overtoz, whoſells this Book. | | 

Thus 1 bavue taught you to command and ſway, x 
There tc but one Rule moretolearn, obey. 


General RULES foz all Hands. 


I. { YBſerve that all down-right lines or ſtrokes in all Hands whatſoever muſt be full. 
| 2. Allftrokes deſcending from the left hand tothe right, muſt alſo befull. 
3. All Traverſe or Croſs ſtrokes drawn even, tither from the right nandtothelefr, or from 
the left tothe righr, muſt be ſmal, 
4. Aneven ail 
and'Word. | 
$5, Thar the whites of each Letter be made of equal ſize. 
6. The Heads, or Stems of all the Lerrers-in one Hand, muſt be the ſame height, except of 
Courlary Hands, which will not admit of RULES. 7. Th 


: j 
ance mult be kept between one Letter and another, and between Word 
F 


a IRE 


b-4 


”_ Wi 5 ol "Sq. ns; 4 F I p ; % 
"7. Thetails ofall Letters ofthe ſame Hand _ be of the ſame depth. 
8. All Compaſs-Letters, in all hands, muſt be of equal progortion ane with another, 
9. The Bodiesof the Capical Text muſt be finiſhed, betore they are flouriſhed. 
10, The form of an Oval be obſerved as much as poſſible inall 7tal:an Letters. 


To make Ink. 
Ake about as many Gas as will fill an halt-pint meaſure ; every one of which, being cut 
-- Inpieces, put into a rthen pot, into which pour a quart of Beer, neithes roo firong nor 
oo ſmall, ſo let. them ftand'ten hours ; into which (being ttrained from the Galls) pur wo 
"'Ounces of Vitrio], to which put a third part of Gum- Aribick, and ſer your Vefſe] on a mode- 
rate Fire, towarm, not permitting it ro ſeeth, and then putic into an Earthen Pitcher, well. 
o1az'd within, os a thick Glaſs-Bortle, for your uſe. 


To Write with Gold. 


Rocure a Shell, or Shells, which are fold for abour {ix ſhillings the dozen, (cach containi 
as much Gold as can be expected for that quantity of Silver) which with leſs than half a WT 
: ſpoonful of Spring-water, having a ſmall quantity of Gum- Aribick diflolved therein, you may 
Fremper, with a little Penſil which is clean, nor being uſed with any thingelfe, and when it ap- 
pears to be about the thickneſs of free Ink, dipa new Pen therein, alwalcs ſfirring it abont with 
the Penfil when you take a Pen-ful , wherewirh having written on good Paper, or rather Vel- 
lam, as with ordinary Ink, ler your writing be threughly dry, then with the Tooth of a Maſtiff 
| Dog, or rather a Woolfs Tooth, laying your Paper on an even Plate, or very ſmooth Board,you 
mas poliſh or burniſh every Lerrer ; bur you need not ſcruple torub your Tooth (in ſo doing) 
efl'over your Paper or Parchment, 
- And thus you may behold 
| Your Writing ſhine in Gold. per 


FINIS 


